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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

 

 

Saints In Deed 

 

Saints are not superheroes. They do not have capes and fly around like Superman. 

They don’t run faster or jump higher and they certainly don’t stop bullets without any 

harm to themselves. Saints are people, ordinary people with the same flaws, foibles 

and peccadilloes as you and me. They are as fearful and anxious about the evil in this 

world as we are. Their wonderful deeds do not come from being extraordinarily 

blessed or righteous or by possessing extraordinary powers. 
 

But the one thing that saints do have that we might seek to acquire is an abundance 

of trust - trust in God. Some saints are forged over a lifetime of work. St. Augustine, was one who came to 

Christianity later in life. His early life, by his own admission, was less than virtuous and yet, his writings and 

thoughts gave Christianity a philosophical structure that helped it spread throughout the Roman Empire. It 

took a long time for Augustine to acquire his trust, his faith, in God. Other saints, Janani Luwum, 

Archbishop of Uganda and Jonathan Daniels, knew that somebody needed to stand up for people who were 

being oppressed and decided that God called them to be someone to stand up and say “Enough!” They knew 

the risk they were taking but perhaps even they did not anticipate that they would make the ultimate 

sacrifice. The Ugandan dictator Idi Amin killed Archbishop Luwum in the late 1970‘s. Jonathan Daniels 

died from a shotgun blast as he tried to protect two young girls during the civil rights struggle in Alabama in 

1965. They trusted that God was with them and that God would make it right. And God did. These are saints 

that we celebrate with specific days on the calendar.  
 

But All Saints Day is a day to celebrate all the saints who are not names on a calendar but who through their 

actions made their family, friends and neighbors better people and their villages, cities and towns better 

places to live. You know these people. Some may still be living. Some may have gone on to their great 

reward. One may have been your grandmother who read you bible stories as a child and taught you the 

meaning of unconditional love. One may be your friend, who always has a kind thing to say about everyone 

and is always there when serious illness or death strike, with a bowl of soup, a comforting word or just an 

ear to listen. And still another may be the person you know who quietly, behind the scenes, fills many small 

needs in your town: the bag of groceries for a hungry family, a safe place for a troubled teen to spend a 

night, gas for a family down on their luck and on the road, an odd job for someone in need of one. Every one 

of these people is a saint, who trusts in God to make things right and help out along the way. 
 

One of my favorite sayings of Mother Teresa of Calcutta is, “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do 

small things with great love.” All Saints is a celebration of thanksgiving for all the saints in our lives that 

have done the small things with such great love that they have made our lives, our world a better place. 
 

Thanks be to God! 

Jeff+ 

November 2015 
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Our New Presiding Bishop! 

 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry is our new Presiding Bishop and Primate of The 

Episcopal Church. 

The work of the Episcopal Church, says our new presiding bishop, is “to find ways 

to be a bridge community that brings differing people together under the rubric of 

love.”  

For 15 years he served as Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina, based 

in Raleigh, NC. He was consecrated on June 17, 2000, at Duke Chapel on the 

campus of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.  

Born in Chicago, Illinois, on March 13, 1953, Bishop Curry spent several summers with relatives in Winton, 

NC as he grew up. He attended public schools in Buffalo, New York, and graduated with high honors from 

Hobart College in Geneva, New York, in 1975. He received the Master of Divinity degree in 1978 from Yale 

University Divinity School. He has also done continued study at The College of Preachers, Princeton 

Theological Seminary, Wake Forest University, the Ecumenical Institute at St. Mary's Seminary, and the 

Institute of Christian Jewish Studies.  

He began his ministry as deacon-in-charge at St. Stephen's, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, in 1978 and 

was rector there from 1979-1982. He next accepted a call as rector at St. Simon of Cyrene, Lincoln Heights, 

Ohio, where he served from 1982-1988. From there, he became rector of St. James', Baltimore, Maryland, 

which he served until his election as bishop. 

In his three parish ministries in North Carolina, Ohio, and Maryland, Bishop Curry had extensive 

involvement in Crisis Control Ministry, founding of ecumenical summer day camps for children, preaching 

missions, the Absalom Jones initiative, creation of networks of family day care providers, creation of 

educational centers, and the brokering of millions of dollars of investment in inner city neighborhoods. He 

inspired a $2.5-million restoration of the St. James' church building after a fire. The St. James' After School 

Academy was designated a Jubilee Ministry by Presiding Bishop Edmund Browning. 

Bishop Curry has a national preaching and teaching ministry, having been featured on The Protestant Hour 

and as a frequent speaker at preaching conferences around the country.  

He and his wife, Sharon, have two grown daughters, Rachel and Elizabeth. 
 

Announcements 
 

UTO Ingathering Continues . . . 
 

UTO Sunday was Nov. 1st, but we will continue to collect this offering through the month of November. 

You may utilize the boxes or envelopes provided in the Narthex. When you make your offering, please make 

checks payable to St. Thomas ECW and indicate UTO in the memo line. 
Want to know more? Read on...   
 

United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole 

church. Through United Thank Offering, men, women, and children nurture the habit of giving daily thanks 

to God. These prayers of thanksgiving start when we recognize and name our many daily blessings. 

Those who participate in UTO discover that thankfulness leads to generosity. United Thank Offering 

is entrusted to promote thank offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute the UTO monies to support 

mission and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and in invited Provinces of the Anglican 

Communion in the developing world.  
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Albemarle Deanery ECW, Diocese of East Carolina Fall Gathering: 
 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at the St. Thomas Church in Windsor, NC.  

RSVP by November 4
th

 via email Marti Tyler (martityler50@gmail.com) or by phone (252) 482-1541.  

Please include your name, church name and number planning to attend.  

 

Ridgecroft Art Show: 
 

The Ridgecroft Art Show will be held in the Parish Hall on Thursday and Friday, November 12th and 13th. 

There will be an opening reception on Thursday from 6:30PM to 8:30 PM and the show will continue on 

Friday from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Please come out to support Ridgecroft School and the local art 

community and make a dent in your holiday gift list! 
 

For the Love of the Vine: 
 

Wednesday, November 18
th

 at 5 p.m. here at the church.  Tickets are $25, payable at the workshop.  Please 

RSVP to Martie Tayloe by November 16
th

.  (mlmmmt@gmail.com or (252) 287-5282) *See information 

below. 
 

ECW Bazaar, Luncheon, and Bake Sale:  
 

The Annual ECW Luncheon, Bake Sale, & Mini-Bazaar will take place on Thursday, November 19th and all 

the many working parts that make the event a success are in action! Please sell, sell, sell your tickets and if 

you need more, contact either Julie in the church office or Martie Tayloe.  Turn your money in to Claudia 

Griffin, please. 
 

Hopefully, everyone is baking and preparing your particular specialties to sell at the Baked & Prepared 

Foods Sale.  Everything we sell there equals pure profit! (Don't forget to indicate a suggested price for your 

items when you bring them for the sale.)  Thank you, in advance, for everyone's hard work on this event, 

assuring its repeated success!  
 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets: 
 

ECW will place baskets in the Parish Hall immediately after the luncheon.  ECW will purchase turkeys and 

dressing for each family's basket and we are all asked to contribute food items that will help to make a 

complete Thanksgiving meal for a needy family.  Please put your donations into the baskets by the Tuesday 

before Thanksgiving (November 24
th

) as they will be delivered on Wednesday.  Thank you for your 

generosity! 
 

Food Lion Coupons: Please continue to save your Food Lion coupons and turn in to the office.  The last 

day to turn these in is Monday, November 30
th

. 

 

mailto:martityler50@gmail.com
mailto:mlmmmt@gmail.com
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For Love of Vine and Bloom 

Put dinner in the crockpot* to be free for a bit of fun. 

Over a glass of wine, we’ll craft arrangements for each one 

Of twenty luncheon tables, to be shared the very next day, 

Then home with you they’ll go, a token of the evening’s play. 
 

Join us as we gather, to sip and to create, 

We’ll share in nature’s bounty, from the plant and from the grape. 

About an hour we’ll spend together in “the Upper Room” 

Making celebration of our love of vine and of bloom. 

 

Where: St Thomas Episcopal Church 

When: Wednesday, Nov. 18
th

 at 5:00 PM 

(the day before ECW Luncheon) 

Cost:  $25, payable at the workshop 

RSVP by 11/16/15 to Martie Tayloe  

mlmmmt@gmail.com or 252.287.5282 

*Here’s a suggestion: 

Taco Soup 
 

2 pounds ground beef 

2 cups diced onions 

2 (15.5 oz) cans pinto beans 

1 (15.5 oz) can pink kidney beans 

1 (15.25 oz) can whole kernel corn 

1 (14.5 oz) can Mexican style stewed tomatoes 

1 (14.5 oz) can tomatoes with chiles (ex. Rotel) 

2 (4.5 oz) cans diced green chiles 

1 (4.6 oz) can black olives, drained & sliced (optional) 

½ cup green olives, sliced (optional) 

1 (1.25 oz) envelope taco seasoning mix 

1 (1 oz) package ranch salad dressing mix 

Corn or tortilla chips, for serving 

Sour cream, grated cheese, chopped green onions, and/or pickled jalapenos for garnishes  

Brown the ground beef and onions in a large skillet; drain the excess fat, then transfer the browned beef and 

onions to a large slow cooker. Add the beans, corn, tomatoes, green chiles, black olives, green olives, taco 

seasoning, and ranch dressing mix, and cook in a slow cooker on low for 6 to 8 hours or simmer over low 

heat for about 1 hour in a pot on the stove. To serve, place a few corn chips in each bowl and ladle soup over 

them. Top with sour cream, cheese, green onions and jalapenos. 
 

Recipe courtesy of Paula Deen 

 

mailto:mlmmmt@gmail.com
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting, October 20, 2015 

Minutes 

 

The Vestry and Rector of St. Thomas met on Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish House.  

Present were the Rector, Jeff Douglas, the Treasurer, Ernie Carter, and Vestry members, Hugh Davis, 

Claudia Griffin, Jamie Johnson, Patsy Jones, Daniel McCamish, and Lindsay Vaughan. 
 

The Rector opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Prior Minutes.  The minutes of the September 15
th

 Vestry meeting were reviewed and approved.   
 

Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report for September, 2015, was read and approved.  A distribution of 

proceeds from the Lobster Feast (currently $8,380 and counting) was approved:  1/2 to the Ahoskie Food 

Pantry, 1/6 to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, 1/6 to be earmarked for disaster relief, and 1/6 to the 

Backpack Ministry. 
 

The Personnel Committee has hired a new secretary, Julie Bazemore.  Her first day was Monday, October 

19
th

.  She will work Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Mary Breeden continues to provide our cleaning service.  She has reviewed the job check-list and has 

agreed to a permanent contract. 
 

The Soup Kitchen will be held on Thursday, October 22
nd

 and October 29
th

.  During November and 

December, the soup kitchen will be held on Tuesdays. 
 

The Rector has joined a group that is exploring the cost and availability of grant money to provide 

community internet.  He is also working with the Hertford County Council to End Homelessness on 

developing a plan for a permanent shelter in the Ahoskie area for homeless (or housing insecure) individuals. 
 

On November 29
th

, the first Sunday of Advent, we will have the baptism of Milly Vaughan. 
 

Adult Sunday School continues to go well.  The study consists of half-hour lectures by Prof. Amy-Jill 

Levine viewed on DVD, followed by discussion. 

Pastoral Care.  The Rector has been visiting with several parishioners who are dealing with major health 

issues. 
 

Jr. Warden’s Report.  Ceiling tiles have been replaced in the Parish Hall.  The office hallway has been 

repainted.  The water heater is installed and works well.  It was moved and approved that we replace the 

Gas Pack furnace A/C unit in the Garth (Choir area), up to a reasonable cost, as determined by Mike 

Steczak and Jamie Johnson.  It was also moved and approved that we authorize Mike Steczak to obtain 

quotes for the yard work (including shrub removal and grading) that needs to be done.  He will try to have 

these quotes ready for the next Vestry meeting. 
 

Calendar: 
 

Monday, October 26
th

 (evening) – Wednesday, October 28
th

 – Clergy Conference with Bishop. 
 

Sunday, November 1
st
:  All Souls Day.  Soup Lunch and webcast of the Installation of The Rt. Rev. Michael 

Curry as Presiding Bishop. 
 

Tuesday, November 19
th

:  ECW Bazaar, Luncheon and Bake Sale. 
 

Sunday, November 29
th

:  Advent 1.  Baptism of Milly Vaughan. 
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The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at 6:00 

p.m. in the Parish House. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Daniel McCamish 

Clerk 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  2 Shields Overton 
  6 Virginia Suiter Pierce 
  7 Glenna Sullins 
  9 Benjie Brown 
  12 Becky Hoggard  
  20 Lindsay Griffin 
  24 Margaret Newbern  
  27 Overton Suiter 
  27 Clyde Hughes 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Shields, Virginia, Glenna, Benjie, Becky, 

Lindsay, Margaret, Overton, Clyde, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen 

their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 5 Benjie and Amy Brown 
 13   Chris and Anne Aycock 
 16 Tommy and Anne Tucker 
 18 Kim and Tom Schwartz 
 20 Lanny and Nancy Cowan 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon, Benjie 
and Amy, Chris and Anne, Tommy and Anne, Kim and Tom, Lanny and Nancy, that they 
may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
 

Welcome the Newly Baptized! 
 

It is a sign of promise when a baby is born, as new life is so precious. But as a community of faith, we 

especially anticipate the opportunity to baptize a new life and to actively celebrate her new life in Christ, 

even as we pledge to support her in her ongoing walk with God. 
  

Please note on your calendar one such upcoming celebration in our parish's life: the Holy Baptism of Mary 

Lockhart "Milly" Vaughan, daughter of Lindsay & Jack Vaughan and granddaughter of Claudia & Johnny 

Griffin, on Sunday, November 29th. We hope that as many as possible will be present to celebrate this 

special day. 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for November 2015 

Acolytes 

  1 Daniel McCamish 

  8 Charles Sawyer 

15 Jerrie Taylor and Mary Outland 

22 Bill Blanchard and Robby Outland 

29 Hugh Davis and Gretchen Simons 

 

Altar Flowers 

  1 Dr. and Mrs. William J. Peele 

  8 Mr. and Mrs. Lanny Cowan 

15 Mr. Carl D. Taylor 

22 Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Tucker 

29 OPEN DATE 

Altar Guild 

Tomma Jenkins and Brenda Hewitt 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

  4 Dicky Hoggard 

11 Jim Shotwell 

18 Peggy Vann 

25 Bubba Peele 

Lay Readers 

  1 10:30am  Holy Eucharist:  Buck Suiter 

  4   6:00pm  Evening Prayer: Buck Suiter 

  8    8:00am  Morning Prayer: OPEN 

 10:30am  Holy Eucharist: Martie Tayloe 

11   6:00pm  Evening Prayer: Martie Tayloe 

15 10:30am  Holy Eucharist: ` John Davis 

18   6:00pm  Evening Prayer: John Davis 

22 10:30am  Holy Eucharist: Colin Jones 

25       NO EVENING PRAYER 

29 10:30am  Holy Eucharist: Claudia Griffin 

 

Ushers 

Jim Shotwell and Buddy Jones 

Yard Work  

  1 Team Seven 

  8 Team Seven 

15 Team Eight 

22 Team Eight 

29 Team One 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

 

 

 

 


